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Evidence links poliolike disease in children to a
common type of virus 21 Oct 2019




Researchers seeking the cause of mysterious cases of childhood
paralysis seem to be closing in on a culprit. Since 2014, more than
500 children in the United States have suddenly lost muscle
control in their arms and legs, a condition called acute flaccid
myelitis (AFM), which can cause permanent disability. But the
leading explanation—that a normally mild viral infection
occasionally results in AFM—has been hard to prove. A new

analysis of young patients’ spinal fluid now offers evidence linking
a group of common viruses known as enteroviruses to AFM. But
questions remain about how such viruses damage nerves and
why they seem to do so only rarely.
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for indirect evidence of a viral invasion: antibodies in
spinal fluid that would suggest the viruses had provoked

an immune response. They analyzed fluid from 42
children with AFM and 58 children with other neurological
diseases, who acted as controls. The researchers
exposed each sample to viruses displaying peptides from
thousands of different viruses on their surface. Only
levels of antibodies to enterovirus peptides were
significantly higher in the AFM patients, the researchers
report today in Nature Medicine. Even though just one of
the AFM patients had detectable enterovirus RNA in
spinal fluid, 69% of them had elevated antibodies against
enteroviruses versus 7% of controls. “[Enterovirus]
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Nigeria has more HIV-infected babies than
anywhere in the world. 12Jun2018
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i Why some at high risk are still HIV-free




